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The Senate met at 10:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable ALEX
PADILLA, a Senator from the State of
California.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, who rules the raging of
the sea, thank You for being our con-
stant source of strength.

Lord, You know our limitations and
how our weaknesses can distort the
clarity with which we should see Your
providence unfolding.

Continue to lead our Senators. Direct
their steps to the destinations of Your
choosing. Open their ears, O God, so
that they can hear Your voice calling
them to attempt great things.

Though Your path may take them
through the night, empower them to
persevere until the morning comes.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 16, 2021.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable ALEX PADILLA, a Sen-

Senate

ator from the State of California, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.
Mr. PADILLA thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

————————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Radhika Fox, of
California, to be an Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

SENATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, Sen-
ators are moving forward this week on
two major legislative initiatives: infra-
structure and voting rights.

Bipartisan infrastructure talks con-
tinue in our Senate committees and
among our Members.

Remember, discussions about infra-
structure, both physical and human,
are proceeding along two tracks. The

first track is bipartisan, and I under-
stand there has been some progress.
The second track pulls in elements of
President Biden’s American Jobs and
Families Plan and will be considered
by the Senate even if it does not have
bipartisan support.

Today, we are going to start moving
the trains down the second track. I will
convene a meeting with all the Mem-
bers of the majority party on the Sen-
ate Budget Committee to begin the im-
portant work of producing a budget
resolution for the Senate to consider.
This is something we have planned for
quite a while, but we are moving for-
ward today after having individual dis-
cussions which I have had with many
members of the Budget Committee.

It is a diverse committee. Senator
SANDERS is the Chair. Senators WAR-
NER and KAINE are on it as well.

There are many items to discuss, but
one subject is not up to debate. I will
instruct members to ensure that any
budget resolution puts the TUnited
States on track to reduce carbon pollu-
tion at a scale commensurate with the
climate crisis. We need significant re-
ductions in emissions through clean
energy and electric vehicles, as well as
funding to help manufacturers and
farmers be a part of the solution in
fighting climate change.

The American Families Plan, as well,
is essential to the forthcoming budget
resolution and must be robustly fund-
ed.

The Senate will also vote on major
voting rights legislation before the end
of June.

Yesterday, the Democratic caucus
hosted a group of Democratic law-
makers from Texas who led the dra-
matic walkout to prevent the Texas
Republican legislators from passing
one of the most draconian voting laws
in our country. It was a powerful meet-
ing. We heard moving testimony from
five different lawmakers about the vi-
cious, nasty, even bigoted attacks
against voting rights in their State.
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